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September - October

OSHE Workplace Accident Survey Report

128 Workers Died in last 3 months;
Construction, Garments, Agriculture and

Ship Breaking Workers in Peak

128 workers died (Formal Sector - 43
and Informal Sector - 85) and 108
workers were injured (Formal Sector -
76 and Informal Sector - 32) in different
workplace accidents from July 01 to
September 30, 2014.

Bangladesh Occupational Safety, Health
and Environment Foundation (OSHE)
has revealed this quarterly workplace
accident report based on monitoring 18
leading national daily newspapers of the
country and reports of its field offices in
different parts of the country.

As per the findings, in formal sector, the
highest number of workers’ casualties
(Died - 06 and Injured - 31) took place in
Garments (sweater, waving, knitting,
spinning and composing) industries and
the second highest number of workers’
casualties (Died - 20 and Injured - 04)
took place in Construction sector.
Moreover, the ship breaking sector
brought about 04 deaths and 10 injuries.

In informal sector, the highest number of
workers’ casualties (Died - 28 and
Injured - 09) took place in Agriculture
sector while the second highest number
of workers’ casualties (Died - 24 and
Injured - 06) was seen in Construction
(Household related; personally) sector.

The major causes, found for these deaths
and injuries are electrocution,
thunderstorm/lighting, factory fire, falling
from height or ship and boiler or water
pope explosion. Electrocution killed 46
workers and injured 09.
Thunderstorm/lighting caused death of 26
and injury of 05 workers. Factory fire
caused 29 injuries. Falling from height/ship
caused 17 deaths while Boiler or water
pope explosion brought about 16 injuries.

MAKING NEW HOPE
Education Support Program for
Children of Rana plaza and Tazreen

Issue No. - 05

Fashions Accidents Victims

Bangladesh Occupational Safety, Health
and Environment Foundation (OSHE)

organized a launching event at its
Panthapath, Dhaka’s Head Office for
Education Support Program for Children
of Rana plaza and Tazreen Fashions
Accidents Victims - MAKING NEW
HOPE on 22 October, 2014.

In the event, Mr. AR Chowdhury Repon,
ED, OSHE, Members of Rana Plaza and
Tazreen Fashions Accidents Victims
Rights Network and the network
committee’s Member Secretary Mrs.
Zarina Begum joined. Mr. Chowdhury
handed over the cheques of current
month of October to the selected 05
victims’ children from the OSHE’s data
base of Rana Plaza and Tazreen
Accidents Victims Children. And from
this month, OSHE would support these
05 children in their educational progress.
Most. Munni Akhter, a beneficiary stated,
| want to be a doctor in future. Thanks to
OSHE that it comes to help me to
materialize my dream. The Member
Secretary, Mrs. Zarina added, please
use this money only in your child’s

educational purpose. In conclude, Mr.
Repon Chowdhury thanked everyone
and shut down the event.

A devastating fire had broken out in
Tazreen Fashion Limited, a sister
concern of Tuba Group at Nischintapur,
Ashulia, Saver, Dhaka on 24 November,
2012. A total of 112 workers died in the
incident. But it is matter of sorrow that
the victims do not get their
compensations yet. The government,
BGMEA and also the buyers now try to
keep this issue away from them. The
victims are indeed at stake. They even
do not get proper medical treatment. As
a result, they have been receiving
permanent disability and have also been
attacked with dreadful cancer.

—




Work Improvement and Occupational Safety & Health Training Programs at Small Construction Enterprises

Bangladesh Occupational
Safety, Health and Environment
(OSHE) Foundation organized
training programs at 50 small
construction  enterprises in
October and November on
Work Improvement and
Occupational Safety & Health
with the financial assistance
from the ILO, “Way out of
Informality” Project in Dhaka,
Chittagong and Rajshahi.

In these training programs, 540
construction workers from 50 |
enterprises and also
management level people
participated. The ways of work
improvement and occupational
safety & health issues at small

enterprises were discussed
based on ILO ‘WISCON’ model
in the participatory training
programs.

The participants participated in
the training actively and
pledged to play an effective role
in ensuring work improvement
and occupational safety &
health at small construction
enterprises in the light of the
discussion of training programs.

| These training programs were
organized with the earnest
support from central and local
| leaders of INSUB, BBWWEF,
BNSL and BJNKSF.

Promotion of Decent Work for Agriculture Workers

Agriculture is the driving sector of the economy of
Bangladesh providing the major source of livelihood in the
rural areas. This sector is presently suffering with acute
decent work deficit. The farmers are the poor group in our
society. To ensure labor standards and decent work at
agriculture sector in Bangladesh, OSHE conducting a
project at Chunarughat upazilla of Habigonj naming
Promotion of Decent Work for Agriculture Workers.

First Basic Organizer Training was held at OSHE Project
office at Chunarughat in Habigonj on 17 October, 2014 with
the purpose of organizing agriculture workers, importance
and necessity of organizing, building solidarity among them,
inform about their right, link with services given by
government, raising awareness building etc. Mr. Abdus
Subhan, Sub-assistant agriculture officer was the trainer of
the program. Vice chairman of OSHE Barrister Shumon was
the chief guest of the program. OSHE Executive Director
A.R. Chowdhury Repon presided over the program while
Program Officer of this project Mr. Asad Uddin was
presenter.

There were 18 participants from 5 wards of 5 union parishads.
Mr. A.R. Chowdhury Repon Executive Director of OSHE
delivered his welcoming speech. In his speech, he described
on the present agriculture situation of Bangladesh, problems
and prospects of agriculture, present situation of agriculture
workers, problems and prospects, condition of agriculture
situation of chunarughat upazilla. He said, Chunarughat
upazilla is an agriculture prone area. Most depend on
agriculture. The workers of this field are mostly unorganized.
Unlike agriculture, there are many organized group or trade
unions in other sectors. OSHE is implementing its project in
this regard.

&5 BASIC ORGANIZER TRAINING 72

LEHEIDY: 7 =l

ghst, Habigen)

17 October 20

In his address Chief guest of the program, Vice chairman of
OSHE foundation Barrister Shumon said, Agriculture workers
are the heart of Bangladesh. But most of their condition is bad.
To eliminate poverty by using modern technology in agriculture,
unity is essential. He also said, present government is an
agriculture friendly government. This government is committed
to serving agriculture sector. Besides government, OSHE
Foundation is directing a project in your locality. It is a great
opportunity for you.

At the second session, local resource person and Chunarughat
Upazilla Sub-assistant Agriculture Officer Abdus Subhan

(See Page 03)
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Organizing the Un-organized Female Workers,
Stopping Sexual Harassment and Gender Equality at Work

Labour at Informal Economy (LIE)
organized five follow-up workshops in
September and October with the support
of OSHE and AMRC where 90 working
women from different sectors
participated in.

The first follow-up workshop was held on
5 September, 2014 with the initiative of
Federation of Garments Workers and
Bangladesh Free Trade Union Congress
at Agargaon where 15 female leaders
joined. The second one was held at
OSHE Training and Welfare Center,
Matuail, Jatrabari with the participation
of 15 waste resource workers on 16
September, 2014. These two workshops
were inaugurated by Mrs. China
Rahman, Executive Director  of
Federation of Garments Worker.

Afterwards Ms. Kazi Rahima Sathi
organized another follow-up workshop
on 27 September, 2014 at Jatio Shramik
League office, Mirpur - 14 in Dhaka. In
the program Mrs. Saki Rezwana,
Chairperson of OSHE and Mrs. China
Rahman, General Secretary of FGW
joined.

The fourth workshop was organized by
Bangladesh Biman Shramik League
with 15 working women on 17 October,
2014 while OSHE Chairperson Saki
Rezwana was present as guest.

Bangladesh Chinnamul Hawkers Samiti
and Bangladesh Apparels Workers
Federation organized fifth follow-up
workshop on 18 October, 2014 at
Chinnamul Hawkers Samiti office,
Gulisthan in Dhaka with the participation

Follow-up Workshops Take Place

of 15 female hawkers, Mr. Kamal Siddiki,
President of Chinnamul Hawkers Samiti
and Women Affairs Secretary, Ms.
Sahera Begum.

The objective of the workshop was to
increase knowledge base and skills of
working women through ensuring their
attachment to the gender based projects
of AMRC and LIE to

- organize the un-organized,;
- establish own rights;

- ensure gender equality; and
- stop sexual harassment.

A national consultation workshop, jointly

organized by Labour at Informal
Economy (LIE), Bangladesh
Occupational, Health, Safety and

Environment Foundation (OSHE) and
Asia Monitor Resource Centre (AMRC)
on labour rights and decent work for
working women in Bangladesh was held
on April 22 & 23, 2014 at BIAM
Foundation in Dhaka. As per the
recommendation of that workshop, 12
national follow-up workshops would be
arranged with participated 18
organizations where 15 female leaders
from each organization would join. In
line with that recommendation, five
follow-up workshops were organized in
September and October.

Basic Organizer Training

(After Page 02)
delivered a valuable presentation. He
informed the agriculture workers about
running services and facilities by
government, services provided by
upazilla agriculture office and other
department. He also emphasize on
using environment friendly pesticides,
frequent use of natural fertilizers, eat
formalin free foods, vegetables, fruits
etc. He also gave them knowledge about
how to lessen formalin from consumer
products by using waters. He also
advice them using musk when spraying
pest control, washing hand after such
job etc. He also advice them fishing in
their field and cultivate the abandoned
land.

Afterwards Program officer of agriculture
project Asad Uddin took session on the
basic of organization, how to organize
and importance of organization.

Finally Mr. Asad thanked the participants
for their spontaneous participation and
feedback. He emphasized them to follow
the advice given by the trainer. He also
encouraged them to attend such
program organized by OSHE.

Study Circle on
Occupational Safety &
Health for Ship

Breaking Workers

The three Study Circles on
Occupational Safety and Health were
held on September 05, 19 & 26 and
October 31, 2014 at OSHE Training
and Welfare Centre Vatiary,
Sitakunda, Chittagong. A total of 60
ship breaking workers from different
yards participated in these study
circles.

Mr.  K.M Shahidullah, General
Secretary, BFTUC, TUC’s Mr. Dilip
Kumar Nath and JSL’'s Mr. Abdur
Rahim Master & Mr. Kamal Uddin

Saheb were present as key discussants of these study circles.

In their presentation, they discussed OSH provisions as per Bangladesh Labour Act
2006, such as issuing appointment letter, issuing identity card, fixing working hours,

(See Page Last)




Health Camp for Waste Resource Workers
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Waste resource workers usually work in
the dirtiest environment. They do the
most hazardous work. But it is a matter
of regret that they are not yet recognized
as workers in our country. Major and
minor injuries are the common
phenomena for them. Furthermore, they
are not concerned about their health and
safety issues.

In the circumstances, Bangladesh
Occupational  safety Health and
environment foundation (OSHE)

organized a special health camp on 24
October, 2014 with the support of FNV at
the Matuail Sanitary Landfill in Dhaka for
this underprivileged segment of our
workforce.

The objectives of the health camp were
to provide basic medical health care, to
aware workers about their health and
hygiene and to ensure health services at
the doors of workers.

Dr. Sadia Sabnam, General Health
practitioner provided treatment with the
waste resource workers. The total of 38
workers received the treatment. Of
these 38 workers, 27 were women, 07
were men, 03 were child worker and the
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rest 01 was a child of a waste resource
worker.

Dr. Sabnam showed the workers how to
prepare saline for getting rid of
dehydration. Most came with back pain,
headache, shoulder pain, skin problem,
minor injuries, burning sensitization of
eyes and other physical weakness.

In the program, Mr. A R Chowdhury
Repon, Executive Director of OSHE and
Dr. S. M. Morshed, Vice Chairperson of
OSHE joined. Mr. Chowdhury thanked
everyone to come to the camp. He also
promised that he would arrange free
medical treatment for 03 burning
sensitization of eyes patients.

Waste resource workers thanked OSHE
for arranging this event. The leaders of
Shawnirbhar group, Mr. Shah Alam and
Mr. Farkan stated, this kind of health
camp is surely necessary for them. They
demanded for arranging this health
camp once a month.

As per the prescription, free medicines
were distributed among the
beneficiaries.

Promotion of Decent Work for Agriculture Workers

Core Organizer Training

Core Organizer Training of Promotion of
Decent Work for Agriculture Workers
project was held at OSHE Project office
at Chunarughat in Habigonj on 18
October, 2014 with the purpose of
introducing techniques and process of
organizing, importance of organizing

and other important issues. Executive
Director of OSHE A.R. Chowdhury
Repon was the trainer of the program.

There were 5 participants from 5 wards of
5 union parishads. The participants were
selected from Basic Organizer Training
based on their performance and opinion

by the other members. Mr. AR
Chowdhury Repon, Executive Director
of OSHE conducted the training
session. He delivered a valuable
speech on how to organize, importance
of organizing, criteria of the member of
the organization etc.

He said, if the agriculture workers are
able to form an organization, their social
dignity will increase. All of the society
members dignify you (Agriculture
Workers). The status of agriculture
workers will upgrade. The participants
took part in this training program so
eagerly. Their participation was so
active. They questioned on different
issues which were unclear to them.
They also advised us on different
matters.

The Decision and regulation of this
program are:-

+ Target of member will be selected
after one month

* The members are registered with a
membership form

e ID card of the members will be
provided

« Any criminal, drug addicted,
Subversive persons cannot be member

+ Only Landless and agriculture workers
will be member

» The organizer meeting will be held at
3.00 pm on every 18th of the month or

suitable date
(See Page 05)




Core Organizer Training
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» Photocopy of national ID card, agriculture card or bank
account should be attached to membership form.

Mr. Repon chowdhury finished his session by thanking the
participants. Afterwards program officer Asad Uddin Asad
finished the session and urged the agriculture workers to follow
the directions of Repon Chowdhury and implement the
suggested tasks.

—

Bl “Weekly Study Circle” - Sensitization Program for Waste Resource Workers Il

Two-hour long five study
circles were held on 16, 23
and 30 September & 21 and
24 October 2014 at OSHE
Training and Welfare Centre,
Matuail in Dhaka. A total of
75 waste resource workers;
64 females and 11 males
participated in these Study
Circles.

The objective of the Study
Circle was to sensitize the
waste resource workers
about their health & safety
issues, HIV/AIDS and the
effective ways of organizing

conducted by Mrs. Arifa As
Alam, Program Officer, LIE.
The second session mainly
focused on the means of
organizing the unorganized
and that was facilitated by
Ms. China Rahman, General
Secretary of Federation of
Garments Workers (FGW).

In addition, Ms. Lovely
| Yesmin, President of
Bangladesh Readymade
Garments Workers
Federation conducted an
open discussion on
| leadership development and

workplace awareness.

the unorganized.

Each Study Circle had 2 sessions. The first session focused on
the occupational health & safety, identification of core health
problems of waste resource workers and HIV/AIDS which was

All participants took part in
the program actively through sharing their knowledge and
views.

Ship breaking is one of the most hazardous sectors in the
world. Major and minor injuries are the common phenomena in
this sector. Besides, different types of deadly substances like
cadmium also exist in this sector. From the very beginning,
workers are manually handling these substances. As a result,
workers of ship breaking sector always suffer from various
diseases.

In the circumstances, Bangladesh Occupational safety Health
and environment foundation (OSHE) organized 07 in-door
camps on September 05, 12, 15 & 26 and October 03, 24 & 31,

(See Page 06)




Study Circle on Occupational Safety & Health
for Ship Breaking Workers

(After Page 03)

provision for leave, Kkeeping favorable environment,
maintaining air circulation, disposal of hazardous materials,
lighting at work, work at height, safe use of machineries, safe
weight lifting and use of personal protective equipments etc.

—

Health Camps for Ship Breaking Workers

(After Page 05)

2014 at OSHE Training and Welfare Centre Vatiary, Sitakunda,
Chittagong and 08 out-door camps on September 01, 03, 08,
15, 17 & 29 and October 01 and 29, 2014 at Kadamrasul
Government Primary School, Baroaulia Government Primary
School, Madambibirhat and Kumira Government Primary
School.

The objectives of the health camp were to provide basic
medical health care, to aware workers about their health and
hygiene and to ensure health services at the doors of workers.
Dr. Topon Kumar Nath, General Health practitioner provided
the ship breaking workers with treatment. The total of 60
workers received the treatment.

As per the prescription, free medicines were distributed among
the beneficiaries.

New Address of OSHE Head Office

OSHE Head Office is moving to New Address at Mirpur from February 2015 -
This is to inform you in advance that, the Head Office of Bangladesh Occupational Safety, Health and Environment
Foundation (OSHE) is going to be shifted from 44 F/6 West Panthapath, Dhaka-1215 to the following new address:

Section # 06, Block # A,, Lane # 1, House # 19 (1st floor)
Mirpur, Dhaka - 1216, Bangladesh, Tel: +88-044 777 000 80, E-mail: oshe@agni.com
(Location: Behind the Bangladesh Fire Service and Civil Defense Training Centre - Mirpur 10 circle)

Bangladesh Occupational Safety, Health
& Enviroment Foundation (OSHE)

Promote human rights of Workers, decent
work & sustainable development

44F/6, West Panthapath (4™ Floor) Dhaka-1215
Tel : +88-02-04477700080, 9139079
Fax :+88-02 9141754, E-mail : oshe@agni.com

Visit : www.oshebd.org




